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1. NAIROBI NATION TODAY REPORTED THAT KENYA DEFENCE MINISTER 
GICHURU HAS STATED THAT "KENYA DID NOT HAVE ANY INTENTION 
WHATSOEVER OF BUYING SECONDHAND AMERICAN WAR PLANES, AS 
SUGGESTED IN A REPORT EARLIER THIS WEEK." ASKED 
ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT KENYA WOULD ACQUIRE USED F-5A 
SUPERSONIC FIGHTERS, GICHURU REPORTEDLY SAID: "WE ARE NOT 
BUYING SECONDHAND WAR PLANES OR ANY OTHER MILITARY EQUIP- 
MENT.” 
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2. SINCE DEFENCE MINISTER IS CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA, THIS STATEMENTVAY WELL REFLECT - AS GOK 
OFFICIAL EARLIER SPECULATED (REF B) - PRESIDENTIAL 
DECISION TO DISCONTINUE CONSIDERATION OF ACQUIRING 
SQUADRON OF USED F-5A'S. HOWEVER, WE WILL BE UNABLE TO 
OBTAIN OFFICIAL INTERPRETATION OF MEANING THIS STATEMENT 
FOR OUR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS UNTIL SENIOR KENYA DEFENCE 
OFFICIALS ARE AVAILABLE EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

3. IN VIEW OF IRAN'S DECISION NOT TO AUTHORIZE TRANSFER 

OF F-5A/B AIRCRAFT TO KENYA (REF C), WE MAY BE IN FORTUNATE 
POSITION OF HAVING KENYANS WITHDRAW THEIR OFFER TO ACQUIRE THESE 
AIRCRAFT, THEREBY ELIMINATING NEED FOR US TO TELL KENYANS 
WE UNABLE TO MAKE OFFER. WHILE THIS WOULD BE UNEXPECTED 
FRINGE BENEFIT OF RECENT SPATE OF SPECULATIVE PRESS ARTICLES 
ON U.S. ARMS AID TO KENYA. KENYAN- AMERICAN RELATIONS HAVE 
ON BALANCE SUFFERED AS RESULT OF UNFORTUNATE PRESS BRIEFING 
GIVEN BY DEPARTMENT OFFICER TO LOS ANGELES TIMES CORRES- 
PONDENT (REF A). THIS BRIEFING AND SUBSEQUENT PUBLICITY 
SERIOUSLY UNDERMINED GOK CONFIDENCE IN USG ABILITY TO HONOR 
EMBASSY'S COMMITMENT NOT TO TAKE INITIATIVE TO PUBLICIZE 
INFORMATION ON BILATERAL DEFENSE QUESTIONS, AN AREA WHICH 
KENYA REGARDS AS VERY SENSITIVE. I HOPE TIME WILL HEAL 
GOK WOUNDS AND ALSO HOPE THAT DEPARTMENT IN FUTURE WILL 
CHECK WITH EMBASSY BEFORE BRIEFING NEWSMEN OR MAKING NEWS 
RELEASES ON KENYAN-AMERICAN MILITARY RELATIONS. 
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